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CLAIMS: 

1 . A panel assembly fork modular office furniture system, the panel assembly 
comprising: | 

a rigid frame assembly* 
a facing panel assemble 

means for mounting the racing panel assembly to the rigid frame assembly 

whereby & cavity is formed between the rigid frame assembly and the facing panel assembly; and 
A \ 

a crown, member attached t© a top portion of the rigid frame assembly, the crown 

member adapted to mount thereon office furniture accessories. 

2. The panel assembly as recited in claim 1, wherein the rigid frame assembly 
comprises a plurality of vertical supports having opposing sides and a pair of bottom facing 
panels, each of said bottom facing panels attached to each of said opposing sides whereby a box 
beam structure is fabricated to form the rigid frame assembly. 

3 . The panel assembly as recited/m claim 1 , therein the facing panel assembly is 
comprised of a plurality of individualf feang panel members, and said mounting means comprises 
means for individually mounting e^ch of said plurality of facing panel members to the rigid 
frame assembly such that indi^ual cecities are formed between the rigid frame assembly and 
each of said plurality of facing panels. 
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4. The panel assembly as recited in claim 3, wherein each of said plurality of facing 
panels includes a front side and a mounting sid^f the mounting side adapted to attach said facing 
panels to the rigid frame assembly. 

5. The panel assemjbly as^ecited in claim 4, wherein each of said facing panels 
further comprises a top portion ^ncya Jrottom portion and said means for individually mounting 
each of said plurality of facing panels comprises a plurality of support brackets attached to the 
rigid frame assembly and, eactf of said plurality of support brackets having means for engaging 
the mounting sides of the faqjing panels. 

6. The panel assembly as recited in claim 5, wherein the mounting side of said facing 
panels further comprises a first puiel mounting clip attached to the top portion of the mounting 
side and a second panel mounting clrkattached to the bottom portion of the mounting side. 

7. The panel assembjjs^s recited in claim 5, wherein each of said plurality of support 
brackets further comprij^top support brackets, bottom support brackets and intermediate 
support brackets, 

r 5 

^ The panel assembly as recited in claim^; wherein said top support brackets are 
adapted to be attached to the top portion of said facing panels, said bottom support brackets are 
adapted to be attached to the bottom portion of said facing panels, and said intermediate support 
brackets are adapted to be attached to the top portion of one of said facing panels and to the 
bottom portion of another of said facing panels. 
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X The panel assembly as recited in clain^f wherein the rigid frame assembly 
comprises a plurality of vertical supports having opposing sides and a pair of bottom facing 
panels, each of said bottom facing panels secured to each of said opposing sides whereby a box 
beam structure is fabricated to form the rigid frame assembly. 

^0. The panel assembly as recited in claim $ wherein said bottom support brackets 



are also adapted to be mechanically secured to said bottom facing panels. 
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1 1 . The panel assembly as recited in claim 3, wherein said plurality of facing panels 
are removably mounted to said rigid Jrame assembly. 

The panel assembly as recited in claim^s, wherein said intermediate support 
brackets further comprise an upper facing panel attachment member adapted to be pivotally 
attached to the top portion of the one of said facing panels and a lower facing panel attachment 
member adapted to be frictionally attached to the bottom portion of the other of said facing 
panels. 

•/ 

JR. The panel assembly as recited in claim 1, wherein the rigid frame assembly further 
comprises base members for supporting the panel assembly in a freestanding manner. 



14. The panel assembly as recited ifl>£ Mm 2, wherein the facing panel assembly 
comprises a plurality of individual facing panel members, said plurality of facing panel members 




being individualljyfMi^S on the rigid frame assembly between the crown member and said 
bottom facing naljels. 




15. The panel assembly as recited in claim 14, wherein a plurality of individual facing 
panel members are mounted between the crown member and said bottom facing panels such that 
a first horizontal joint exists between one or said individual facing panel members and one of 
said bottom facing panels and a second Jiorizontal joint exists between another of said individual 
facing panel members and the crown/member. 




ho. The panel assembly as recited in claim Uv further comprising a third horizontal 
joint between said one individual facing panel member and said another individual facing panel 
member, whereby said horizontal joints provide a passageway for cabling. 



1 7. The panel assembly as recited in clajprf 1 , wherein the crown member comprises 
an upper angled clamping surface, a lower ang}&i clamping surface and an inclined mounting 
surface therebetween such that the lower arfgled clamping surface is generally spaced apart from 
the rigid frame assembly, the crown number adapted to engage a mounting bracket having a 
complimentary engagement surfac^ for supporting office furniture accessories thereon. 



The panel assembly as recited in claim^; wherein the mounting bracket 



comprises an upmount bracket. 
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19. A wall spine for a modular office furniture system,^l/e wall spine comprised of a 
plurality of individual panel assemblies, each of said plurality of |ndividual panel assemblies 
comprising: 

a rigid frame assembly having a left end and a mght end; 
a facing panel assembly; / 

means for mounting the facing panel assembly to the rigid frame assembly; 

a crown member attached to a top porticfn of the rigid frame assembly, the crown 
member adapted to mount thereon office furniture accessories; and 

wherein the left end of one of said/individual panel assemblies is adapted to be 
secured to the right end of another of said individual panel assemblies. 

20. The wall spine as recited inr claim 19, wherein the facing panel assembly is 
comprised of a plurality of facing panel/, each of said plurality of facing panels being 
individually mounted to the rigid frame assembly whereby a cavity is formed between the rigid 
frame assembly and each of said plnrality of facing panels. 

/ * 

21 . The wall spine p recited in claim 20, wherein each of said plurality of facing 
panels includes a front side and a mounting side, the mounting side adapted to attach said facing 
panels to the rigid frame assembly. 

22. The waif spine as recited in claim 2 1 , wherein each of said facing panels further 
comprises a top portion and a bottom portion and said means for individually mounting each of 
said plurality of facjng panels comprises a plurality of support brackets attached to the rigid 
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frame assembly and, each of said plurality of support brackets Having means for engaging the 
mounting sides of the facing panels. / 

23. The wall spine as recited in claim 22, wherein the mounting side of said facing 
panels further comprises a first panel mounting clip attached to the top portion of the mounting 
side and a second panel mounting clip attached to the bottom portion of the mounting side. 

24. The wall spine as recited in claim 22, wherein said plurality of support brackets 
comprises top support brackets and bottom support brackets. 

25. The wall spine as recited in claim 24, further comprising a left end top support 
bracket, a right end top support bracket, a left end bottom support bracket and a right end bottom 
support bracket, means for rigidly attaching the left end top bracket of the one of said individual 
panel assemblies with the right top support bracket of the other of said individual panel 

7 » 

assemblies and means for rigidly attaching the left end bottom support bracket of one of said 
individual panel assemblies and the/right end bottom support bracket of the other of said 
individual panel assemblies. / 

26. The wall spinas recited in claim 20, further comprising an end post adapted to be 
mounted to either of said left or right ends, said end post being horizontally adjustable with 
respect to said right framer assembly. 
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27. A crown member for an office panel system, the cro^n member comprising 
means for attaching the crown member to a top portion of a panel assembly, an upper angled 
clamping surface, a lower angled clamping surface and an inclined mounting surface 
therebetween such that the lower angled clamping surface/is generally spaced apart from the 
panel assembly whereby the crown member generally projects in an upward orientation, the 
crown member adapted to engage a mounting bracket having a complimentary engagement 
surface such that the mounting bracket supportsoffice furniture accessories thereon. 

28. The crown member as reciiedjp claim 27, wherein the crown member further 
comprises an attachment channel dispose^ below the lower angled clamping member. 

29. The crown member as recited in claim 28, wherein the crown member further 
comprises a recessed channel disposed adjacent the upper angled clamping member and adapted 
to receive a vertical panel thereii 



30. The crown member as recited in claim 27, wherein the crown member is disposed 
on a first surface on the top portion of the panel assembly. 



3 1 . The crown member as recited in claim 30, further comprising a second upper 
angled clamping surface, a second lower angled clamping surface and a second inclined 
mounting surface therebetween disposed on a second surface on the top portion of the panel 
assembly, the second surface being directly opposite the first surface. 
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32. The crown member as recited in claim 27, whejrein the crown member is adapted 
to engage an upmount bracket for upmounting accessories thereon. 

33. The crown member as recited in claim 27,/wherein the crown member is adapted 
to engage a downmount bracket for downmounting accessories thereon. 

34. A crown member for an office panel/system, the crown member comprising: 
means for attaching the crown member to a top portion of a panel assembly; 
a first upmount portion disposed on a first surface of the panel assembly and 

comprised of a first upper angled clamping sjir|ace, a first lower angled clamping surface and a 
first inclined mounting surface therebetweeh such \hat the first lower angled clamping surface is 
generally spaced apart from the panel assembly whereby the first upmount portion generally 
projects in an upward orientation; 

a second upmount portfon disposed on a second surface of the panel assembly and 
comprised of a second upper angled clamping surface, a second lower angled clamping surface 
and a second inclined mounting surface therebetween disposed on a second surface on the top 
portion of the panel assembly, the/second surface being directly opposite the first surface; and 

a recessed channel disposed between said first and second upper angled clamping 

members. 



35. An end post for a panel assembly, the end post comprising: 
means for mounting the end post to a panel assembly; 
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a frame secured to said mounting means, the frame being horizontally adjustable 
with respect to said mounting means; / 

at least one side panel horizontally adjustably attached to the frame whereby the 
side panel is disposed between the frame and the panel assembly. 

36. The end post as recited in claim 35, wherein the side panel is attached to the frame 
such that a vertical space exists between the side panel and said mounting means. 

37. The end post as recited in clgam^ao, wierein the vertical space comprises a cable 
passageway. / 

38. The end post as recited in claim 35, wherein two end panels are horizontally 
adjustably attached to the frame such that said mounting means is disposed between the end 
panels. / 

39. The end post as recited in claim 35, further comprising an outer cover removably 
attached to the frame on a side opposite said mounting means. 

40. The end post as cecited in claim 39, wherein the frame further comprises a vertical 
face adapted to receive a connector, whereby a panel may be perpendicularly secured to the 
frame. / 

41 . A panel assembly for an office furnitu/e system, the panel assembly comprising: 

h 
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a frame assembly; / 

a plurality of facing panels, each of said pluralitVof facing panels including a 

front side and a mounting side; / 

means for individually mounting the mounting side of each of said plurality of 

facing panels to the frame assembly wherebyX cavity is formed between the frame assembly and 

/? / 

the mounting side of each of said plurality of facing panels, and wherein a horizontal joint is 
formed between each of said plurality of facing panels such that a plurality of horizontal joints 
are provided ata plurality of vertical heights on th&panel assembly; and 

means for routing cabling througlvthe panel assembly, such that cables may be 
disposed in the cavity and a plurality of cable ingress or egress pathways are provided by said 
plurality of horizontal j oints. / 

. 42. The panel assembly as recited in claim 41 , wherein the frame assembly comprises 
a plurality of horizontally spaced apaia vertical supports having opposing sides, a pair of bottom 
facing panels, each of said bottom facing panels attached to each of said opposing sides and a 
crown member attached to a top portion of each of said plurality of vertical supports whereby a 
box beam structure is fabricated to forjji the frame assembly. 

43. The panel assembly as recited in claim 42, wherein each of said facing panels 
further comprises a top portion and a bottom portion and said means for individually mounting 
each of said plurality of facing panels comprises a plurality of support brackets attached to the 
rigid frame assemblyyand, each of said plurality of support brackets having means for engaging 
the mounting sidesyof the facing panels. 
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44. The panel assembly as recited in claim 43, wherein the mounting side of said 
facing panels further comprises a first panel mounting clip attached to the top portion of the 
mounting side and a second panel mounting clip attached toyxhe bottom portion of the mounting 
side. 

45. The panel assembly as recited in claim 44, wherein each of said plurality of 
support brackets further comprises top support brackets adapted to be attached to the top portion 
of said facing panels, bottom support brackets adapted to be attached to the bottom portion of 
said facing panels, and intermediate support brackets adapted to be attached to the top portion of 
one of said facing panels and to the bottom/portion of another of said facing panels. 

46. The panel assembly as recited in claim 45, wherein said plurality of facing panels 
are mounted between the crown member and said bottom facing panels such that a first 
horizontal joint exists between one of said facing panels and one of said bottom facing panels 
and a second horizontal joint exjsts between another of said facing panels and the crown 
member. 

47. The panel assembly as recited in claim 42, wherein the crown member is adapted 
to mount accessories thereon. 



'48. . The panel assembly as recited in claim 47, wherein the crown member comprises 
N " I 

an upper angled clamping surface, a lower angled clamping surface and an inclined mounting 
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surface therebetween such that the lower angled clamping ^urface is generally spaced apart from 
the rigid frame assembly, the crown member adapted to ^ngage a mounting bracket having a 
complimentary engagement surface for supporting office furniture accessories thereon. 



49. The crown member as recited in claim 48, wherein the crown member is adapted 
to engage an upmount bracket for upmountinjg accessories thereon. 



50. The crown member as recited in claim 48, wherein the crown member is adapted 
to engage a downmount bracket for downmounting accessories thereon. 
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